Adrenal medulla transplantation into the putamen in Parkinson's disease.
Autologous adrenal medulla was transplanted into the putamen of a patient with severe Parkinson's disease. After the operation, the patient's akinesia and rigidity decreased and the duration of action of L-dopa treatment was prolonged. The effect lasted for only 6 months, however, following which the patient's condition gradually began to deteriorate again, returning to the preoperative state by 12 months after surgery. This paper discusses possible reasons why the effect was only temporary.